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Back row, L-R, Tehira, Sharon, Marilyn, Ricardo and LaMour Welch.
In front, L-R, Janiyah, Jemil and Jayel Spratley. (Not pictured Ricardo’s wife Darlene Welch.)

Airiya McQueen
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Life has thrown St. Petersburg resident Airiya McQueen a few curves. With
medical worries, bills piling
up, and the struggle of life
as a single mom, she is
traveling down a difficult
road.
“I had plans of being a
pharmacist, to being two
steps away from a vegetable,” McQueen explained as she discussed
the medical battles plaguing her for the last seven
years.
At 18, just a few months
after her first child was
born, McQueen was diagnosed with viral meningitis.
Fairly common and usually
not a serious cause for concern, it usually presents itself with flu-like symptoms
and sufferers feel under
the weather for a few
weeks, usually recovering
with home remedies and
sleep.
But in some cases, like
McQueen’s, the illness can
have more severe effects.
Contracted through a mosquito bite, the virus caused
her to stay in the hospital
for several days in the Intensive Care Unit. But upon
See ADVERSITY , page 7

The legacy of elder Welch
honored by hospice
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pastor Clarence Welch has
been called a champion by
many in the St. Petersburg
area. Revered for his undying support of family, community and even the nation,
the late Elder Welch has always been a man of honor.
Sunday evening, friends
and family gathered at
Florida Suncoast Hospice,
located at 3050 1st Ave. S., to
honor the life and legacy of

Elder Welch and witness the
unveiling of a spectacular
fountain dedicated to him.
Water streaming down
praying hands, the fountain
depicts the life-long mission
of a man whose sole purpose in life was to guide,
mentor and protect the
young and those in need.
“It was simply beautiful,
words can’t explain it,” said
Marilyn Welch his wife of
more than 50 years. “The
praying hands were perfect
for him, something he always adored.”

They met when she was
in the seventh grade. A few
than
younger
years
Clarence, Marilyn knew
from the start she was going
to marry him. Not able to
date until permission was
granted by her parents, it
wasn’t until the ninth grade
before they started courting.
“We would date in the
living room,” she reminisced. “My mother had an
ironing board and I had twin
sisters that would sit between me and him.”

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart

They dated for six years
before being separated. He
went to the service, drafted
into the army where he
served in the Korean War in
the United States Army’s
Combat Air Patrol Unit. An
outfit that provided backup
to fighting troops. She went
off to cosmetology school.
But they stayed in contact
and eventually married.
After serving his country, he headed to Florida
A&M University in Tallahassee, where he earned a
See WELCH, page 3

MYcroSchool offers alternative route to
receiving a high school diploma
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Students cannot, or will
not, always be traditional
students. In high school
particularly, jobs, family
responsibilities, or class
paces that some find frustratingly slow or stressfully fast can deter
adolescents from seeing
their education through
to graduation.
The
MYcroSchool

program offers an alternative route for such people to receive their high
school diplomas, rather
than only having the option of receiving a General Equivalency Diploma
(GED). The Pinellas
County MYcroSchool, located in St. Petersburg at
840 3rd Ave. S., has almost reached its 250-student capacity for the
current school year.
See SCHOOL, page 9

46 Years of Service to the Tampa bay Area

•

Gwinn works on his senior project
in the Creative Technology room.

www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor-elect Rick Kriseman
announced the appointment
of Nikki Gaskin-Capehart to
serve as Director of Urban
Affairs on Tuesday.
The Director of Urban
Affairs will assist in developing the policy agenda for
Midtown and south
St. Petersburg, will work
across city departments to
ensure policies are being
executed and services are
being delivered and will
serve as the mayor’s liaison
to neighborhoods and small
businesses in Midtown and
the surrounding area.
Gaskin-Capehart will
work closely with Deputy
Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin
and other officials to spur
economic development in
the designated Community
Redevelopment Area. She
will report directly to the
mayor.
“I am excited to serve
my hometown and work
with our new mayor, deputy
mayor and community leaders to address many of the
challenges facing the neighborhoods that I grew up in.
I look forward to assisting
the visionaries who have
laid the strategic foundation
for community and business
development that will take
our city to the next level,”
said Gaskin-Capehart.
Tomalin
feels
that
Gaskin-Capehart’s commitment to the community’s
progress is only surpassed
by her deep connections
See APPOINTMENT, page 2
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Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gaskin-Capehart’s new appointment
From APPOINTMENT, page 1

and lifetime of service.
“That commitment will accelerate our administration’s efforts to engineer
opportunities that yield significant benefits for the
Midtown area. And, every
avenue of our community
will be better for it,” said the
deputy mayor-designate.
Gaskin-Capehart is a
native of St. Petersburg
where she lives with her
family. Most recently, she
has served as the director
of communications and external affairs for the Pinellas County Urban League.
She was recently selected
by the National Urban
League to participate in
the Whitney M. Young Jr.,
Emerging Leaders Pro-

gram that trains its members to become leaders in
the Urban League Movement.
Prior to her position
with the Urban League,
Gaskin-Capehart was the
deputy district director for
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor and prior to that
worked for Congressman
Jim Davis when he represented south St. Petersburg. Her work in the
private sector includes
Partnership for a Healthier
Pinellas, AmSouth Bank
and owning Sanaa’ Systems
Inc., a tax service.
She is a graduate of the
University of South Florida
and several leadership development programs includ-

ing the National Urban Fellows, America’s Leaders of
Change Cohort II program.
She has over 15 years of experience as a professional
with a proven track record
of success. Gaskin-Capehart has devoted much of
her professional life to expanding her skills in community, economic and
youth development.
“There is no better person to serve as St. Petersburg’s Director of Urban
Affairs than Nikki GaskinCapehart. She is a natural
problem solver with extensive experience assisting
the residents and small
business owners of South
St. Petersburg,” said Kriseman.

Florida Department of Transportation - District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven, invites you to participate in the Five-Year Tentative Work Program Public Hearing for Fiscal Years July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2019. The Tentative
Work Program covers the next five years of preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, construction,
and public transportation projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties and
includes Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise projects in these counties. This hearing is being conducted pursuant
to Chapter 120 and 339.135(4)(d), Florida Statutes.
The hearing will be held: Monday, December 16, 2013, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
The hearing is being conducted as a webinar, (GoToMeeting) which is a live presentation delivered over the
internet. Registration is required prior to joining the webinar. Please visit the website below to register:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/547245394
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, remote viewing locations are provided at each of
the following locations:
Florida Dept. of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Dr, Tampa, FL 33612
Citrus County: Inverness Gov’t Building, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450
Hernando County: MPO Offices, 20 N. Main St, Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Gov’t Center, 8731 Citizens Dr, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
The department will receive verbal and written comments from organizations and the general public at
each location. Written comments not received at the public hearing must be postmarked by December 26,
2013 to become part of the official public hearing record. Written comments may be mailed to: Debbie
Hunt, Director of Transportation Development, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N.
McKinley Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability
or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act
or persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact Lori Marable, Public Involvement
Coordinator, at (813) 975-6405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.

Rainey’s
Bulletin

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community
engagement
Parents: Agents of empowerment
As I was perusing Goggle for creative
thought regarding increasing parental engagement, I found an article that caught my
attention.
The article featured Sandra Gutierrez,
national director of Abriendo Puertas/
Opening Doors, an evaluated program developed by and for Latino parents of young
children to address opportunity gaps. Interestingly, this program concept could be used
for any minority group.
Gutierrez shares her vision of how such
a program, if implemented, could a positively
transform the lives of children and communities, including south St. Petersburg.
She explained, “Engaging families will
help close the ‘opportunity gap’ that prevents many children from realizing their
fullest potential educationally and professionally.”
She went on to say that some people use
the term “achievement gap,” but an achievement gap is merely the result of the real
problem—an opportunity gap, as seen in the
unequal access to high-quality schools and
critical health and support services. Children—particularly those from low-income
families—who lack access to these services
often do not have the same opportunities for
success as other children who have access
to them.
Gutierrez feels that as leaders of their
families, parents—whether single or married—along with others who head families,
can be powerful agents of change, yet they
are often an underutilized resource in efforts
to close the opportunity gap and academic
gap.
One way to engage and empower parents in order to help close the opportunity
gap is through “popular education.” This
teaching and learning method approach
means “of the people” and is designed to address a wide range of personal, economic,
and social justice concerns of lower-income
and working-class people.
She said the popular education approach
draws on community and cultural values, as
well as popular culture, so that the content
is accessible and meaningful in parents’
everyday lives.
Gutierrez explains that the program is
designed to strengthen the leadership and

advocacy skills of parents with children
ages 0 to 5 so these parents can help narrow
the opportunity gap before children begin
formal schooling. The curriculum is based
on popular education and draws on the reallife experiences of participants. Through
popular education, participants build connections among their everyday life experiences, larger social issues that concern
them, and actions they decide to take that
will yield positive consequences for their
families.
Finally, it is important to think beyond
what our family and child serving agencies
and programs already do. We must elevate
our view of family engagement from something that is essential to a quality education
and student success to something that positions family empowerment and advocacy as
a key contributor to the health and progress
of our St. Petersburg community and our
beloved country.
Imagine for a moment what our children’s future would be if we had a parent
friendly strength and evidence based sustainable system of family engagement that
helps close the opportunity gap and ensured
that all children have what they need to succeed.
Facilitated by parents and community
contacting school three times every week
using Portal, a cell phone, email and when
feasible, physical visits when the child is not
in trouble.
Wow! What a blessing for our children
and our community! The Lord would be
pleased. (2 Corinthians 12:14.)
Tell me and I will forget. Show me and I
will remember. Involve me and I will make it
mine. — Based on a Chinese proverb.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc.,
Chairman JWB South County Community
Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor
for Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr.
Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor. Pastor Rainey
may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net
or call (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Resource Center, located at 1800 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church. The community
is welcome.
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All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
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fearing no man... the Black Press
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firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The life and legacy of Elder Clarence Welch

Matters of the Heart
Ministry Toys for Tots
Christmas Event

From WELCH , page 1

Bachelor of Science in Earth
and Life Science, while earning a minor in chemistry. He
went on to teach Science at
16th Street Middle School
and later Azalea Middle both
in Pinellas County.
But his true love was
ministry. The Senior Pastor
of Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ, from 1964 up
to the time of his passing,
Elder Welch never took a
day off from spreading the
word of God to all he met.
Especially those he came
across during his time on
the Suncoast Hospice Board
of Directors. A position he
took up willingly for over 20
years.
“It was partly his vision,”
said Board Chair Kelli Hanley-Crabb as she named him
the driving force behind the
building of the hospice facility. A solid fixture in the end
of life care organization,
Elder Welch was one whom
everyone could depend on
and look to for advice. “He
truly put others first in his
life. This center was his
baby.”
His brother Johnnie
Welch remembers all the
hard work Elder Welch put
in at hospice. “It was the
number one place he
wanted to work,” he said.
“He tried to bring things
down to the south side of
town.” he also credits the
building of the YMCA on
First Avenue South to his
brother as well.
And as family members
gathered around the fountain they were overcome
with emotion, grateful for
the permanent memorial
erected in honor of the man

who gave his heart and soul
to helping others. Sometimes at his own expense.
“It is outstanding, beyond what I thought it would
be,” said his son, Rev. Ricardo Welch. “The thought
put into it, it really represents him.”
Both Ricardo and his sister Sharon pledged to support hospice in every way,
“Just as my dad did,” said Ricardo who also spoke of
Elder Welch’s commitment
to bringing help to those in
need, especially on the south
side of St. Petersburg.
“My dad was a very softspoken man,” explained
daughter Sharon who talked
of his unyielding devotion to
education and the hospice
family. “He wanted people to
have an awareness of what
hospice really is,” she said,
now dedicated to spreading
the word of the various services the facility provides.
A staple in the community and active in anything
that would benefit children
and families of lesser income, Elder Welch always
had a prayer in his heart and
on his lips. He put his ministry into words by writing
and publishing a book for
children entitled, “My
Friend the Lizard,” in which
he transmits the message of
the evolving circle of friendship and the joy of everyday
experiences.
His other accomplishments in the community include co-founder of the
YMCA’s
Neighbor-ToNeighbor Christmas Program, working with various
organizations in the community to ensure holiday bas-

Johnnie Welch

Happily married over
50 years.

Fountain commemorates Welch’s legacy.
kets and food distribution to
those in need, as well as,
reaching out to others
through his church’s tutorial
program and summer camp.
Clarence Welch was 82
at the time of his passing,
but will be remembered forever in the hearts of those
he cared for. His legacy will
forever be entombed in the
hallways of Suncoast Hospice for all who pass through
its doors to pay their respects for a life well lived.
County Commissioner
Ken Welch, and nephew to
the late Elder Welch, will
take his place on the board
and continue the Welch family legacy. He, along with the

rest of the Welch family will
be in attendance today at a
thank you celebration honoring hospice volunteers in
an effort to uphold Elder
Welch’s contribution to the
facility.
Although Elder Welch
passed away earlier this
year, his good deeds and big
heart will never be forgotten
by those in the community
who worked with him. His
efforts to make the everyday just a little more special
for strangers and loved ones
will never be forgotten and
forever memorialized with
the fountain that rests in his
home away from home.
See WELCH, page 12

Princess Denise Wright
brightens the room at last year’s event.
‘Tis the season to be
jolly when family and
friends come together to
share the joy, peace, love
and good cheer during the
Christmas holiday season.
Radio
personality
Princess Denise Wright
will be hosting Matters of
the Heart 6th Annual Toys
for Tots Christmas Event
Sat., Dec. 14 at Glad Tidings Assembly of God located at 4200 17th Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg.

From 11-1 p.m., please
come and join them for this
joyous
celebration
of
anointed praise, worship
and fellowship because
“Jesus is the reason for the
season.”
Contact
Princess
Denise for donations of
new toys and gift cards for
needy families in the Community at 727-488-8818, or
send an email to princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

6th Congress of the African People’s
Socialist Party convening

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

C onneCt W ith U s !

Members of the African People’s Socialist Party.
ST. PETERSBURG —
At the center of a global
resurgence of Black Nationalism and interest in
African
identity,
the
African People’s Socialist
Party (APSP) will hold its
Sixth Congress Dec. 7-11
at its international headquarters in St Petersburg.
With organizations,
members, and supporters
on the ground on four
continents, the APSP,
which leads the Uhuru
(Freedom) Movement,
claims to be the fastest
growing African Liberation organization in the
world today.
Not since the movement of Marcus Garvey
nearly a hundred years
ago have so many African
people in so many geographical locations come
together for the united
aim expressed by the Garvey movement for Africa,
for Africans, those at
home and those abroad.
Led by Chairman
Omali Yeshitela under the
banner of “One Africa!
One Nation! One Party!,”
Congress attendees from
across the U.S. and the
globe will elect officers as

well as discuss and vote
on plans and strategies for
addressing the myriad of
pressing issues facing
African people everywhere.
Featured speakers at
the Congress include
Black Agenda Report senior editor Glen Ford,
“Free Lynne Stewart”
campaigner and husband
of the imprisoned lawyer
Ralph Poynter and African
Socialist International Secretary General Luwezi
Kinshasa.
The program will also
include
presentations
from allied national liberation groups including the
Mexican
organization
Union del Barrio and representatives of the Roma
people and the Venezuelans.
Participants are traveling from Sweden, Britain,
Sierra Leone, Kenya, the
Bahamas and Canada as
well as from cities across
the United States. As
Chairman Omali Yeshitela
wrote of African people in
his political report to the
Congress, “We are not a
race but a nation of people
scattered across the

globe.”
Chairman Yeshitela’s
report, currently available
for free download at Uhurunews.com, examines
the root cause of poverty
and oppression experienced by African people
wherever they are located
and offers a comprehensive strategy for changing
these conditions through
economic and political
self-determination.
The political report,
currently being read and
studied by hundreds of
people in many parts of
the world, is a considered
a guideline for the current
period of world crisis and
struggle against the
legacy of 500 years of enslavement, colonialism
oppression
that
and
plagues the African world.
The Sixth Congress of
the African People’s Socialist Party will take place
Dec. 7-11 in St. Petersburg and Gulfport. Check
out the advertisement to
the left on this page for
dates and locations.
For more information,
visit asiuhuru.org or call
727-821-6620.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BeThel MeTRoPoliTAn BAPTiST chuRch

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

10th Street church of God

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Pastor Ricardo Welch

SeRviceS
Sunday

Tuesday

Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
Pastor

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Dr. John A. Evans,
pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School. ........................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.........................Noonday Bible Study and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ......................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
The “S.H.I.P.” - Serving and Saving, Helping and Healing,
Inspiring and Instructing, Praying and Praising

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

Visit us online!
www.theWeeklyChallenger.com

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

WednesdayPrayer Service 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Bible Study (for all ages) 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

825 20th street south
st. Petersburg, Fl 33712
Home: 896-8006

sunday Morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
sunday Morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
sunday Morning second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
ladies Bible Class Monday........................7:00 p.m.
Monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Bro. Robert smith

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

vv20th street
Church of Christ

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Mission Statement

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Sunday

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAyNE G. ThomPSoN,
PASToR

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Anointed Word Fellowship

1150 49th Street North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710
727-656-2615
www.anointedwordonline.org
Mailing address: P.O. Box 35128
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

• “One Accord” Prayer Conference call
1-424-203-8075 access: 1044849#
• New Partners Fellowship Sunday, 9 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Live, 10 a.m.
• Word Power Thursday, 7 p.m.
“Not Church as usual”

ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
Mrs. Rogers - Christian Advisor
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

of

Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

The House Of Yah New Yisrael
Commandment Keeping Church

Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

The Rock

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for December
Dec. 8 - Church Photo taken
for St. Mark Christmas Card
Dec. 13 - Gift Wrap Fellowship 6 p.m.
Dec. 14 - Christmas with the
Community. Registration 10 - 11

a.m. Christmas with the Community Program begins at 11
a.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas Presentation by the Music Department
at 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 22 - Operation Love in
Action (Sharing of love and holiday cheer with sick and shut-in;
hospital or nursing home bound
members) after church services. All Members and Ministries involved.
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
Leadership Meeting with
Pastor Brown and all Ministry
Leaders; Presidents, Vice Presidents and Advisors. Meeting
Time: 7 p.m.
Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving Day
- Be blessed.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.

Pastor’s Corner
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Meeting
and
Prayer
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mark your calendar
Dec. 31 at 9:45 p.m.: “To
God Be The Glory.” Watch
Night Service featuring The Dynamic Duo, Dr. Joseph Gordon,
Pastor Emeritus, New Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church and Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. We are
looking forward to seeing you
and your entire family.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friend-

ship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday
night
at
7 p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

First Mt. Zion
The Fundraising Committee will be sponsoring a
fish fry and yard sale on Saturday, December, 7 from 9am

- 2:00pm. All are invited to
come out to get a delicious
hot sandwich and browse for
bargains.

First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South.
Rev. Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pastor.

The Rock of Jesus MBC
The officers and members of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
invite the entire community to
share with us as we honor
and celebrate the 11th Anniversary of our Pastor, Rev.
Frank W. Peterman, Jr., at an
appreciation banquet on Fri.,
Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. at The
Princess Martha, 411 1st Ave.
N., St. Petersburg.
The keynote speaker is
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Pastor of St. John Primitive

Baptist Church in Clearwater.
To purchase tickets, please
call the church office at 3270015 and leave a message and
someone will return your call.
This year’s theme is: “Enduring the Challenges of Ministry and Celebrating the
Victory in Christianity” Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 3:15
and Philippians 4:13
The lineup for this year’s
anniversary celebration include the following Guest Pastor’s/Host Minister:

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt
among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the
churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me,
but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is
truth) John 17:17

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Happy Thanksgiving Day
from Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor. Psalm 107:1
- O give thanks unto the Lord,
for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever.

BY PRESIDING BISHOP WARREN HAWKINS
The House of Yah New Yisrael
Commandment Keeping Church

Thurs., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Wayne E. Wilson
United Community Church
Culmination
Services:
Sun., Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. Rev.
Dr. Michael J. Johnson, Sr.
Sixth Avenue MB Church,
Pensacola, FL
Sun., Dec. 8, 5 p.m. Rev.
Earnest Jones Galilee M.B.
Church
Please come out and worship with us, as we fellowship
and celebrate God together.

H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit
is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of
Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17,
Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel 20 , Malachi 3: 6-9,
Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9,
Romans 11, Hebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40,
1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30

THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS
THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades K – 9th.
If your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores,
we can help. For meeting
times contact the church office.
Calling all Tuesday’s our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes

place at 7 p.m., in the main
sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,

and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What doesn’t kill you will make you stronger

Calendar
Of events

From ADVERSITY, page 1

discharge from the hospital, she still felt as if her
body was shutting down.
“It felt like death [and]
everyday I’m like mom,
this is it,” she said. “That
was hard, absolutely terrible.”
But McQueen did eventually recover. The virus
ran its course and she
began her pursuits of becoming a pharmacist. Just a
few years later however,
when she went in for what
was supposed to be a routine tooth extraction, her
life spiraled down a path
she is still struggling to
make heads or tails of
today.
Unresponsive to injections of Novocain, McQueen was referred by her
dentist to a specialist who
opted to place her under
anesthesia to perform the
extraction. But upon waking, she knew something
wasn’t right.
“I couldn’t speak, my
throat was hurting, my
chest was hurting. I felt so
bad,” she said as she explained her confusion as to
why she was in so much
pain. After all it was merely
a simple tooth being pulled.
She was sent home.
“You know when your body
just is not right,” McQueen
added revealing the next
road block in her road to
recovery.
Just days later, while on
the phone with her sister
who was home on leave
from the army, McQueen
felt a shock and sudden
pain spread through her
body. She started to have
trouble speaking.
“All of a sudden I went
into a stutter,” she said. Her
sister called an ambulance
and McQueen was rushed
to the hospital where tests
confirmed she indeed had a
stroke.
Unable to speak properly and her right side of
her body now numb, she
was forced to begin therapy. At 22, she was reliant
once again on her mom to
help her out and to care for
her young son.
“I thought I wasn’t
going to be able to do anything,” she confided. “To
speak right again, to write.”
With speech and physi-

cal therapy, along with numerous trips to a neurologist, she started to make
progress. She received injections in her head to help
with her recovery and doctors talked about brain surgery. But McQueen, who
works part-time with patients with mental and
physical health issues,
chose a different route. She
began using some of the
therapy techniques her patients were trying and after
nearly a year felt like her
old self again, mostly.
“Sometimes I still have
speech problems. I get tingling in my body, in my fingers,” she confided. “That’s
scary.”
Living a life of someone
much older than her, McQueen wanted answers. So
after employing a lawyer
and upon further digging, it
was revealed what actually
happened to her during her
tooth extraction.
“They overdosed me on
the table giving me two
doses of anesthesia,” McQueen said. “They had to
resuscitate me, put the tube
down me.”
Now two years later at
25, and with another child
to raise on her own, McQueen is once again recovering from viral meningitis.
Hospitalized for a month as
recently as April of this
year with her second bout
of the virus, McQueen wonders if she was ever cured
all those years ago. Or, if
perhaps the stroke made
her more susceptible somehow to contracting it again.
“So much has happened
to me over the past couple
of years that I just have to
be careful of my health,”
she said stating she is attempting to build up her
immune system with vitamins and look to a new future where she is in charge
of her own destiny.
Needing a job where
she could make her own
hours and cut down on daycare costs for her children,
McQueen decided to venture into sales. Signing up
with 5Linx, a company that
offers what they market as,
“essential products and
services people use every
day,” McQueen hopes to
learn entrepreneurial skills

Courtesy of

McQueen reading to her daughter, Maraiya, while
her son, Cashton, was in school.
that will help her build her
own clientele of customers
and give her a basis for running her own business.
“I need something
that’s really in the palm of
my hand and going to work
for me,” she said. And although she isn’t making
millions or turning a major
profit yet, McQueen is satisfied with what she is receiving in return. A chance
to learn how to run a business and some income
along the way.
She began marketing
services such as internet,
phones, cable, and security
systems to her family and
friends. Some were interested, but others thought it
was a little too good to be
true.
“A few thought it was a
scam,” she said explaining
how she purchased some
of the items herself to see if
the discounts were for real.
“I can only be my own testimony.”
McQueen is expanding
her audience and advertising in the paper now, hoping her new business that
she explains provides better deals to consumers
through a third party, will
soon take off. With the
high cost of living, keeping
the cable and internet bill
down is almost impossible,
so she hopes people will
pick up the phone and give
her a call.

She is also offering
a service called ChurchAlertz that promises pastors and other faith-based
organizations that they can
cut down on many costly
and time-consuming tasks.
ChurchAlertz will get any
message across instantly at
the touch of a button. And
because people read their
texts, a greater percentage
of the congregation will receive the information.
Pastors will be able to
send out announcements,
prayer
requests
and
inspirational scriptures to
the whole congregation at
once giving them a greater
connection to their religious family and community as a whole.
This works well with
large churches as well as
small. ChurchAlertz is an
effective way to communicate important information
to the congregation without
having to personally contact each member. Check
out the advertisement to
the right on this page.
For more information
on how you may be able to
save time and money,
Airiya McQueen can be
reached at (813) 377-7647
or via email at airiyamcqueen@yahoo.com. You
can also visit the 5links
website at 5linx.net/L591865
and peruse what they have
to offer.

Saturday, December 7 – The Sistahs of
Compassion is hosting a holiday walk and
community yard sale/fish fry. The walk is from 78 a.m., and the yard sale from 8-2 p.m. Location
donated by Dr. Frogue’s Hair Salon, 2535 MLK
St. Join them, sell your wares and put your profit
in your pocket. Sale items may not include food
or drink. Secure your space for only $10. Limited
Space Available! Set up includes an 8x10 area
(space does not include a table). Please contact
our office at 727-362-8935 or cellular at 727-4557827 to RESERVE your space!
Sunday, December 8 – Come meet the Lynda
Shorter, author of “Black Inventions: Our
Children’s Guide through American History” from
1-2:30 p.m. at the James Weldon Johnson
Community Library, 1059 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. She’s stopping by to chat about her
book and sign copies for the public. Admission
is FREE. Contact the library at 727-893-7213 for
more information.

ChurchAlertz can replace
many costly and time-consuming
tasks for much less. ChurchAlertz
will get any message across instantly at the touch of a button. And
because people read their texts,
you’ll reach a greater percentage of
your audience with your information! You can even include a direct
link to a phone number, email address or web site so that recipients
can contact you instantly.
Get

started

today

by

calling us toll-free at 855-425-3789
and

let

us

show

you

how

you can increase your sales and
lower costs with ChurchAlertz. Or
simply Text ALERTZ to 55469

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

(555444 in Canada) and a representative will contact you directly.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Save 25% off
energymizer System
Call angela Dash 813-360-1873
Expires 12/11/13

To be a foster parent, you can be
single or married, have a family
of your own or be an “emptynester.” For more information,
call the Eckerd Recruitment Line
toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.
Church Musician Needed
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, St. Petersburg, Florida is hiring a
full-time musician. Prayerfully we are looking to fill this position by February 1, 2014.
Bethel is a fun and vibrant congregation that utilizes several different music styles in
contemporary, traditional, and blended worship services. The purpose of this position
is to support in cultivating an atmosphere of worship and engage the congregation in
participation through leading, developing, and growing the music ministry.
The musician must be an active follower of Christ and have a heart for
God demonstrated in a desire to serve others through the music ministry.
For more details, please contact Valerie L. Houston, Music Ministry Leader
at 727-327-0554 or you may submit your resume with your contact information
to valerielees@yahoo.com.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Ballerinas to Barack Obama:
The art of Ronnie Moorer
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Purlie opens 2013–14 Westcoast
Black Theatre Troupe season
Photographs courtesy of DonDalyPhoto.com

It seems as though each time I write a
review of a musical or play presented by
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe (WBTT),
I say it’s a hit. Well once again, last Friday
evening after only five minutes into the
WBTT season opening performance of the
Tony Award winning musical version of the
adaptation of Ossie Davis’ “Purlie Victorious,” I thought it could be another hit … and
it was!
Founder and Artistic Director Nate Jacobs continue to guide the troupe year end
and year out with nothing but successful undertakings. This year’s theme is “Rhythms
of Change” representing the significant
changes that occurred for African Americans between the end of the Civil War in
1865, to a century later in 1965.
“Purlie” is a Tony Award winning musical version of a play by Ossie Davis named
“Purlie Victorious.” The book was written
by Ossie Davis, Philip Rose and Peter Udell;
lyrics by Peter Udell, and music by Gary
Geld. Working with WBTT is Director Jim
Weaver, Production Manager James Dodge,
II, and Musical Director Michael Sebastian.
If memory serves me right, many years
ago before relocating from New Jersey to
Florida, I saw either the movie or the play
with actors Robert Guillaume, Melba Moore
and Sherman Hemsley. They portrayed the
roles of the self-ordained minister Purlie Victorious Judson, his recently discovered protégé Lutiebelle Gussie Mae Jenkins, and
Gitlow Judson, respectively.
The play takes place in South Georgia. It
opens and closes at Big Bethel, a country
church, and between moves from a shack
on the plantation to outside the commissary
owned by the plantation owner. It focuses
on the main character, fast-talking Purlie, returning to his plantation home in the early
days of the Civil Rights Movement, and also
during the time when Jim Crow law was still
prevalent.
Determined to shake things up by bringing freedom to his people, he purchase an
old barn and converting it into a church.
Purlie devises a scheme to purchase the
barn by obtaining a $500 inheritance entrusted by his sister to the bigoted plantation
owner Captain Cotchipec. Captain was to
turn the inheritance money over to the

daughter after her mother’s death. However, the daughter has also passed away;
thus, Purlie’s plan is to have his protégé, Lutiebelle, pose as the daughter in an effort to
get the money.
There is a great deal of singing and dancing superbly performed by the talented
WBTT cast consisting of: David Abolafia
(Cap’n Cotchipee), Ariel Blue (Missy), Emmanuel Cadet (Gitlow), Lawrence M. Mazza
(Charlie) and, Dr. Lonnetta M. Gaines
(Idella).
Performers in the female ensemble
were Nerlynn Etienne, Adrienne Pitts, Whitney Reed, Kristen Wilson, and performing
in the male ensemble were Henry Washington, Wellington Fordham, and Santoy Campbell. All of which were simply marvelous.
Capturing the major spotlight has to be
Zelda Mercado who opens the show with a
soul-stirring gospel rendition of “Walk Him
Up The Stairs.” Gia McGlone who takes on
the role of Lutiebelle provides the audience
with gut busting laughs with her total innocence and naivety.
However, special and well-earned accolades must be given to the absolute star of
the entire show, Earley Dean. Dean portrays the main character Purlie Victorious
Judson. His performance is brilliantly inspiring. How he manages his enormous,
lengthy script, in such a professional and experienced manner, is what one would expect
only from a well-seasoned Broadway actor.
One word describes his performance—
“Bravo!”
The show runs through Sun., Dec. 15.
Show times are Tuesday through Sat.
evenings at 8 p.m. and Sun. matinees at 2
p.m. Two Saturday matinees have been
added to the schedule on Dec. 7 and 14.
Tickets are $28.50 for individual tickets
and may be purchased online at
www.wbttsrq.org or by calling the box office
at 941.366.1505. The WBTT Theater is located at 1646 10th Way, Sarasota.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: http://rickgeesjazzjamm.com/or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.

TAMPA — Ronnie
Moorer began receiving requests for his artwork at an
age when most kids are
learning to tie their shoes. As
a first grader, he discovered
that he had a flair for drawing
but it fully dawned on him
when classmates began imploring the talented young
Moorer to sketch pictures
for them. The six-year-old
fledgling artist was only too
happy to oblige, and a long
love affair with the creative
arts was underway.
“A lot of the artwork
from the 1960s I still have,”
he said. “Even one from first
grade of a black ballerina.”
Born in Orangeburg, S.
C., Moorer moved with his
family to Harlem, New York
in 1959, not far from the famous Apollo Theater, and
started school the following
year.
Explaining his proficiency with the drawing pencil, Moorer asserted that
“many artists say that they
were self-taught, but I say
that it was a gift from God.”
This preoccupation with his
new-found talent so absorbed Moorer as a schoolboy, that at times even
reading and writing blended
into the background. “Drawing in class almost got me in
trouble so I had to stop and
do my lessons,” he admitted.
Moorer’s creative passion continued in junior high
school, where his art teacher
advised him before graduation to take a test to get into
the High School of Art and
Design in lower Manahattan.
“I was accepted there
and majored in Advertising
and Commercial Art. My
mentor/teacher was Mr.
Gaydos and he would have
figure-drawing classes after
school at the Society of Illustrators, a few blocks away
from the school,” Moorer
said. “That helped me develop my art.”
In addition to illustrating,
Moorer eventually delved
into painting and now employs a variety of media including oil and acrylic paints,
water colors, crayons,
graphite pencils, pastels and
enamel paints. He does landscapes, still-life and some lettering, he explained, but
portraits are his main passion, and some have featured famous subjects. Like
any good artist, he absorbed

what he saw in the world
around him.
“My parents took my
brothers and me to see Martin Luther King, Jr. when he
came to Harlem in the early
‘60s.” This obviously made
an impression on the budding artist because his first
oil painting, done in 1969,
was of Dr. King.
After graduating in 1972,
Moorer and his family
moved to Tampa, where he
promptly located the nearest
art supply store and continued to develop his talent.
“My style of painting is realism, but I do various other
styles,” he said. “The artist
that influence me the most
was Rembrandt. I love his
light and darkness when he
paints a portrait. I just like his
style!”
In the ensuing decades
Moorer’s artwork eventually
became so renowned that it
was featured on television
shows such as “Black Contact,” and appeared in publications like the Florida Sentinel,
Tampa Bay Times, Tampa
Tribune and The Weekly Challenger. The 59 year old has
also taught art classes at various Hillsborough County libraries and has given private
lessons as well.
His standing in the art
community has afforded
him the chance to meet a few
celebrities, like social activist
Dick Gregory. “Back in
1988, I was a member of a
black art group called ‘Another Vision,’ he explained.”While in that group,
I was fortunate to present
Dick Gregory with a
graphite portrait I drew of
him at USF.”
Other famous personalities Moorer has met have included politicians, such as
Tampa mayor Bob Buckhorn, to whom he presented
a hand-painted t-shirt the
night Buckhorn won the

election in March, 2011. But
possibly Moorer’s most
thrilling moments came
when he met President
Barack Obama twice in 2012.
“I painted two Obama
campaign t-shirts. One with
him alone and one with him
and Michelle Obama together. He signed one when
he came to Port of Tampa
and the other when he came
to Ybor City. Having the first
black president sign two of
my artworks was a blessing
from God!” exclaimed
Moorer.
These days he is not only
busy creating new works but
determined to bring attention to the black art culture
in the Bay area. “We need to
find a way to showcase the
black artists and their talents,” he said. “We as a people need to learn more about
the black artist, we need to
appreciate the black artist
and we need to support and
invest in the black artist. Art
is something that can be
passed from generation to
generation.”
With 53 years of artistic
experience under his belt,
Moorer underscores the importance of perseverance
and desire.
“My philosophy on art is,
if you have the desire to
draw, paint, etc. then practice, practice and practice
some more. Don’t worry if
someone’s art looks better
than yours. Take lessons. If
you can’t take lessons, do
what I have done: take pictures from magazines and
draw them. They say practice makes perfect. You will
see yourself develop quickly.
Don’t let anybody tell you
that you can’t make it,”
Moorer stressed. “And take
pride in your art. That’s what
I did.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2013

9

COMMUNITY NEWS
MYcroSchool: Alternative to traditional high school
From SCHOOL , page 1

“MYcroSchool is a tuition-free, non-profit public
charter school,” Pinellas
MYcroSchool Principal
Martina Green said.
“What we found out is that
there was a lot of community interest for a school
that met the needs of students who weren’t necessarily having success in
traditional school, or who
have dropped out of
school.”
MYcroSchool accepts
students ages 16 to 21.
Part of the program’s philosophy is to view its students as “at-promise” for
success, rather than “atrisk” for failure.
“A lot of our students
had very low grades [at
their former high schools]
because of high absenteeism, but a lot of our students are very intelligent
and can just whip through
the curriculum here,”
Green said. “They just didn’t want to be in school.”
Unlike the average
eight-hour days at traditional high schools, a MYcroSchool day consists of
two four-hour sessions
that students can choose
between, or sit both.
“We do take into account that we’ve got students who do have some
stuff that’s going on in
their lives,” Green said.
“We take jobs into consideration, because a lot of
our students have to work
and it’s very difficult for
them to work around
[their] work schedules in
a traditional school ….
We’re not a virtual school
so we have to have attendance, but we can be a little more flexible about
what that attendance looks
like.”
The majority of the lessons at MycroSchools are
on the computer, though
teachers are also present
for interactive lessons.
“We have a teacher-directed, computer-assisted
curriculum, which means
that we have certified

teachers in every classroom who assess students
and if they find that there
are students who are
struggling with certain
concepts, they do lessons
on those concepts,” Green
said. “The biggest difference between us and a traditional school … is that
our curriculum is selfpaced. Students who ‘get
it’ can move through
quickly and students who
need to work slower can
work slower.”
Unlike other high
schools, these students do
not need to sit through lessons for concepts they
have already proven,
through examinations, to
understand well.
“We don’t really look at
the age or the grade level
so much as the ability and
skills that students have,”
Green said. “We’re testing
for mastery of state standards, not how much time
they sit in a classroom.”
The MYcroSchool curriculum is developed by a
Learning Support Team,
which ensures that the
curriculum meets state requirements for receiving a
high school diploma. For
the St. Petersburg location, the curriculum is approved by the Pinellas
County School District.
When entering MYcroSchool, students first
take a two-day orientation
in which they learn critical
thinking skills, study
skills, oral communication
and Internet protocol. Orientation also assesses students’ learning styles and
the enrollees take tests in
math, reading and writing
to provide baseline data.
The students then receive
their Individual Learning
Plans that list their incoming grades and credits and
outline the courses and
exams they need to complete to graduate.
The main courses at
MYcroSchool Pinellas are
in english, mathematics,
history and science. To re-

ceive their high school
diplomas, students need to
take four exams: End of
Course (EOC) exams in
algebra, geometry and biology and for english, either the FCAT, SAT or
ACT. MYcroSchool Pinellas also offers electives
such as philosophy, legal
concepts, research, creative writing and anatomy
and physiology.
The requirements to
graduate at MYcroSchool
include a daily “fifth hour”
experience outside of the
classroom, which can be a
job, internship or volunteer opportunity. Students
each have advisors who
keep tabs of the students’
academic progress and
monitor their fifth-hour experiences.
One of MYcroSchool’s
innovations is that it focuses on hands-on learning and technology to
prepare students for careers. Students here must
learn to use computer programs such as Flash, Illustrator,
AutoCAD,
Photoshop and the Microsoft Suite.
Current
student
De’Andre Gwinn entered
MYcroSchool Pinellas last
year after learning that he
would have to stay an
extra year at Gibbs High
School to graduate.
“I was really struggling
at Gibbs,” Gwinn said. “I
had 15 or 17 credits and I
was missing a lot of work
and classes. When I came
here, I came in with a 1.8
GPA and now I have a 2.5
GPA and 23 credits.”
Gwinn said he was
drawn to the useful skills
the program offers.
“When I came here, it
was for my education, but
it also gets me ready for
the world and a career,”
Gwinn said. “If I hadn’t
come here, I wouldn’t
have made the choice to
stay in school and then I
probably would have
dropped out to get a GED.

Midtown residents call for change
in policing policy

Debbie Newkirk addresses the crowd.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Uhuru leader Diop Olugbala along with neighborhood residents and victims
of police violence spoke
with the press at Silver
Lake Park in Midtown
Thurs., Nov. 21.
They demanded an end
to heavy-handed policing,
racial profiling, “extralegal” arrests, brutality,
civil rights violations and
high-speed chases carried
out by the St. Petersburg
police and Pinellas County
Sheriffs.
A group of neighborhood residents held signs
reading “Police out of the
black community!” and
“Keep the police in check!
Keep your camera phones
on” as Debbie Newkirk told
reporters that her brother,
32-year-old
Anthony
Newkirk, is being denied
bail and medical attention
in the Pinellas County jail
after having been shot six
times in the face and chest
by a deputy.
“My brother’s jaw is
wired shut and he has to eat
through a straw. He has an
infection in his shoulder
blade and in his chest. He is
in a lot of pain. He is not getting the proper medical care
that he needs in the county
jail,” said Newkirk. “I come
to you today on behalf of my
family. I am suffering from
high blood pressure myself.
My brother has four kids
out here and they need their
father.”
Jennoris Green spoke
out about his experience
with St. Petersburg police
in Silver Lake Park Nov. 8.
“I was walking through this
park and saw a young
brother who needed help; I

asked him if he was alright.
The cop told me I was obstructing justice. When I
tried to leave, he told me I
can’t go nowhere. He said I
had to sit down. I asked if I
was under arrest. He said
no. When I stood up, he
took me down. We want the
police out of here!”
According to UhuruNews.com, which features video recordings of
the incident, three St. Petersburg officers threw
Green to the ground, knees
in his back and neck. They
were videotaped by witnesses. The police seized
the witnesses’ phones and
then returned them after
protest by a gathering
crowd.
Green
awaits
charges on battery on a police officer.
Diop Olugbala, president of the International
People’s
Democratic
Uhuru Movement, described his own experience
with the police Sept. 25,
when he was stopped while
riding his bicycle near 13th
Street and 15th Avenue
South.
Olugbala said that when
he criticized the police
practice of harassing lawabiding residents of the
south side, he was thrown
against the police car and
arrested for riding his bike
on the wrong side of the
street, obstruction and running a stop sign, although
there is no stop sign where
the police claimed he ran it.
Uhuru leader and Midtown native Chimurenga
Waller described resident’s
complaints about police behavior as “an ongoing issue
in the black community
that goes back to the mur-

der of Tyron Lewis in
1996.”
Waller criticized high
speed
police
chases
through the black community have resulted in the
loss of life and property of
innocent bystanders and
said that the recently published transcripts of police
radio communications expose the St. Pete police department’s hostile and
aggressive policy of occupation and disrespect of the
black community.
They called on Mayorelect Rick Kriseman to take
immediate action to remedy these cases and to announce policy changes to
ensure such practices will
not continue. Waller said
that Kriseman was only
elected because of widespread support from black
voters. “If he wants to make
positive change in the city,
he must first address this
crisis confronting our community. We in the community are making our own
plans to protect our people.”
To that end, the Uhuru
Movement is hosting
African community leaders
coming from around the
country to attend the 6th
Congress of the African
People’s Socialist Party
from Dec. 7-11, 2013. This
international gathering is
open to the public and will
include workshops on
knowing your rights, economic development for the
black community, organizing African students and
building independent black
media.
For more information,
visit apspuhuru.org or call
727-821-6620.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

Teacher guides students through a
"document of the day" during a U.S. History lesson.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

52 45 7
CA$H 3

WRXB
PRAISE

OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

498
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DOG DAYS
WRXB 1590 AM & 96.5 FM
D.J. LINE-UP

Green explains that students must complete a senior project
to graduate, which heavily involves technology.

3-5
7-4
5-6

1-8
8-2
2-3

7AM -12 NOON MAURICE IN THE MORNING
12 NOON - 2PM SISTER DIANNE HUGHES
3PM - 7PM BROTHER MICHAEL WALKER
7PM - MIDNIGHT RICHARD C. GUESS
12 MIDNIGHT - 7AM JOE SIMIAN

HOTLINE 727-864-1600
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From WELCH , page 3

Coretha Davis – Elder
Welch is my husband, Bruce’s
first cousin, but I met him
back in the 1960s. He performed our wedding in 1970.
He was a likeable person.
Once you met him, you never
forgot him.

Missionar y Bembr y –
I’ve known Elder Welch for
years and he was like a
brother to me. I thank God for
him and for all the things that
he did.

Elevelyn McKinnie – I’ve
been going to Prayer Tower
for about 29 years. He was a
great man and he is really
missed around the church, but
his son Ricardo Welch, is
bringing it on.

Mother Loretta Ellis – I
am from Pentecostal Temple
and we socialized together
from church to church. I was
very much indeed glad to be
with him at all times. I enjoyed
his service very much.

Patrick Barmore – I
served on the board of Hospice for 15 years with Elder
Welch and it was a joy to know
him. He was a very soft spoken man. His quite was a result of a very reflective and
productive thought.

Susie Holcombe – I
worked in patient care at hospice and it was good to know
that he was there. This is such
a beautiful occasion. Such an
honor for such an honorable
man.

Kelli Hanley-Crabb – I
had the honor to work with
Elder Welch for the last several years. He was a wonderful
member of the board and was
someone who could be relied
on. He was always there if
there was a problem to solve
or if we needed something.
We’ll miss him a lot.

Donna Welch – My fondest memory is growing up and
him picking us up in his beat
up station wagon with the
whole in the bottom and us all
piled up in there taking us to
Sunday School.

Jan Wittman – He was
beloved in the community and
did so much. What he’s done
for hospice has been very
memorable.

Deborah
Manuel
Haynes (right) – One of my
fondest memories of Elder
Welch is when I was about 14
years old when I first started
going to Pray Tower. I had an
attitude as a child. He would
always call me and I would
walk away and act like I didn’t
hear him. So one day he met
me at the church door and I
couldn’t do nothing but say,
‘Yes, Elder Welch.’ He said ‘I
told you I was going to get
you.’ It was nothing but good
memories from then on.

Fred Walker – Great
mentor and a man of God, and
we all should rejoice and be
glad we had a chance to spend
a few moments with him.

LaMour Welch – He
would read the newspaper and
watch the news at the same
time. If we’d changed the
channel he would say, ‘Hey
why did you change the channel, I’m watching it!’ I would
ask him how he could be
watching the news and reading at the same time. He
would say, ‘Because I am.’
And that would be that.

Janice Baxley (right) –
He was a great leader and a
great man of God. A ver y
giving and caring man.

Deborah DavisWest (left) – I am
happy to be a part of
the family.
Francis Cato (right) – Elder Welch was my seventh grade Earth
Science teacher and then I started going to his church. He was a God
fearing man. Words cannot describe the type of man that he was.

Eleanor Pugh (left) – Elder Welch always said, ‘Be ye holy
because I am holy.’ He instilled in us to live our life as holy as we
can and to be like God as much as we can.

GET INVOLVED!
congratulations to the mlk day of service award recipients
A & L Enterprises
African American Heritage Association
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
ANSO of Tampa Bay
Assisted Living Community Garden
Bay Point Middle
Bay Vista Church of Christ
Bethel AME Human Services and Education
Foundation, Inc.
Breaking Free by Faith Outreach Ministries, Inc.
Care Cones
CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc.)
Chasing the Dream
Christ Gospel Church Of St. Petersburg
Christian Recovery Center, Inc. Faith House
Clothes To Kids, Inc.
Coco Entertainment Events LLC
Cosmetigue Beauty Salon
Divine Image Salon
Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy - Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
Dr. Carter D. Woodson (Book Club)
Dr. Carter D. Woodson (Garden)
ETA RHO Educational Services Inc.
Fifth Avenue Mentoring Program (F.A.M.P.)
God’s Anointed Hands
Gramps Raising Grands
Greater Pinellas Point Civic Association
Green Florida
Hair By Ashile (HBA)
Help Us Help U, Inc
HIV/AIDS Action Committee
Jungle Terrace Civic Association, Inc
kingdom Restoration, Inc
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club

L.I.F.E. Organization Inc.
McCabe United Methodist
Mercy Keepers. Inc.
Metropolitan Charities Inc
Mt. Zion Christian Academy
Mt. Zion College Prep 101: “Be Prepared!”
Mt. Zion Human Services, Inc.
Girl Scout Troop 1023, a program
Mt. Zion Human Services, Inc. Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer program
My Daughter’s Keeper of Tampa Bay, Incorporated
Pasadena Bear Creek Neighborhood Association
Pinellas County Urban League BOBCPP
Pinellas County Urban League
The Sojourner Truth Garden
Pinellas Ex Offender Re Entry Coalition
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc. - Chore Services
Pinellas Park Middle School
Sickle Cell Disease Association of American
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church Youth Ministry
St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
Delta Sigma Theta P.P.D.
Students Come First
SUAC (Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition)
Suit Up - Mojays Smoke House
Tax alert Tax and Money Services LLC.
The Deuces Live
The Gathering of Women, Inc.
The Hosea Mission Inc
TMAX Promotions LLC./ Health
Tmax promotions/ Education
Triumph Learning Center, LLC
Woodlawn Elementary
Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
Youth and Family Christian Community Center

Learn more
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService

Volunteer to serve
in a local project on
MLK Day of Service
Jan. 20, 2014
MLK Day of Service

A DAy On,
nOt A DAy Off

Monday, Jan. 20, 2014

